
Theologies of anthropology and creation 

Distinction: Natural theology vs. Theology of Nature (Creation 
theology) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Entry Point1 
Genesis 2.15 
The LORD God took the man and put 
him in the garden of Eden to till it and 
keep it. 

Most Christians believe that God gave 
human beings a special responsibility 
within creation to cultivate it, guard it 
and use it wisely. This is called 
stewardship. Man has to work within 
creation and to look after it: 

Genesis 9.3 
Every moving thing that lives shall be 
food for you; and just as I gave you 
the green plants, I give you 
everything. 

Humans are given everything for 
their needs, implying that they can 
use whatever they want from 
creation for their survival: 
 

Psalm 24.1 
The earth is the LORD’s and all that is 
in it, 
   the world, and those who live in it; 

However, as the Earth belongs to 
God, humans must respect it and 
hand it back to God unspoiled: 
 

 

 
1 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zr3c7ty/revision/3 



Erickson2 
• The doctrine of creation prohibits 

dualism – Ex Nihilo3 
• Therefore anthropologically 

humanity cannot blame nature for 
evil 

• Interconnectedness of all creation 
(The Canticle of the Sun4) 

 

Tad Delay5 and Pew Research6 
 
Tad points out that many white evangelicals in 
America hold a belief in the immanent return 
of Christ, that is within a lifetime. What this 
means is that they have an ideology which 
rejects ‘the future’ in any meaningful sense. 
That ideology when translated to questions of 
climate change for example, deny its existence 
or relevance. 
 
The theological anthropology and the 
apocalyptic theology combine to 
create a world denying view. 
 
The world can then be utilised in 
whatever way is desired by 
humanity, because it has no real 
future. 
 
 

 
2 Erickson, M. 1998 Christian theology 
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ex_nihilo 
4 https://brigidine.org.au/st-francis-of-assisis-prayer/ 
5 https://podtail.com/en/podcast/tad-delay/3-against-against-future-climate-change-and-the-ev/ 
6 https://www.pewresearch.org/science/2015/10/22/religion-and-views-on-climate-and-energy-issues/ 

We praise You for all Your creatures, 
especially for Brother Sun, 
who is the day through whom You give 
us light. 
He is beautiful and radiant with great 
splendour, 
of You Most High, he bears Your 
likeness. 


